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St. Thomas Redevelopment Project- 
Report from Church St. Neighbors 

 
Several important developments have occurred on 
the St. Thomas’ Parish redevelopment project 
proposed for the property at 1772 Church St. NW. 
 

 The McIntosh Foundation has granted $25,000 
to Church Street Neighbors to work towards a 
residential and church development which is 
more compatible with the scale and character 
of Dupont Circle. The funds will be directed 
towards maintaining the goals of the District 
Overlay for historic districts, which require 
“controlling the scale, location, and density 
of commercial and residential development;” 
protecting “the integrity of "contributing 
buildings”; and precludes “demolitions or 
partial demolitions that would lead to an 
increase in height and floor area ratio 
inappropriate to the area.” The proper 
preservation of Dupont Circle’s historical 
resources is of particular concern as the 
pressures for buildable lots continue to 
increase. 

 

 New ANC2B Chair, Noah Smith, has convened a 
special 2-hour ANC meeting on September 29 
which will concentrate solely on the issue of 
the St. Thomas development.  

 

 Commissioner Smith also requested that HPRB 
push back its Sept. 18 St. Thomas hearing date 
to October 2 to have more opportunity for the 
ANC to engage with the neighborhood  and to 
review the developer’s latest submission. 

 

 At its September 9 meeting, the Dupont Circle 
Conservancy addressed the latest design plans 
of developer, CAS Riegler Companies, and their 
architect, Hickok Cole, as well as church 
architect MTFA.  The new designs were a 
response to earlier recommendations by the 
DCC and ANC.  Following discussion on the 
topic, the DCC voted unanimously on the 
following statement:  “The Conservancy has 
continuing concerns about the project as 
presented, but was unable to reach consensus 
on specific recommendations at this time.”  
This is a step back from the qualified support 
offered for the first design. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
Sept 29 - ANC meeting, Brookings Institution, 7-
9pm, 1717 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Room 500 
Oct. 2 – Historic Preservation Review Board 
meeting, DC Office of Planning, 1100 4

th
 St. SW. 

Check website for agenda: 
http://planning.dc.gov/DC/Planning/Historic+Preservatio
n/About+HPO+&+HPRB/Who+We+Are/Historic+Preserva
tion+Review+Board/Agendas+and+Reports/HPRB+Septe
mber+18+and+October+2+2014 

 
Rooftop Penthouse Regulations for “All Non-

Low Density Residential Development” 
 
At the urging of the Mayor's Office, the Federal Height Act 
recently was amended to permit habitation of the rooftop 
mechanicals enclosures, which in DC code are called 
'penthouses'.  The Mayor’s office and Office of Planning 
consider the change a compromise that won't change the 
physical form of the city, just make better use of existing 
space. Citizens opposed to Height Act increases do not 
agree.  Although the change has passed the Office of Planning it 
will be open to public comment.  
 
Following are comments by Lance Salonia, DCCA’s Regulation, 
Zoning, and Preservation Committee Chair: 

The existing exemption is meant to allow the property owner to 
shield any mechanicals placed on the roof from weather without 
having that additional building height counted against the maximum 
permitted height under Federal statute.  In proposing this change to 
the Height Act, the Mayor's Office said the intention was not to gain 
additional height or to increase the volume of penthouses, but 
instead to make better use of existing penthouses by allowing them 
to be used as habitable space.    
 
Given this was the stated Mayor's Office's intention, I see three 
problems with the proposed language: 
1) Nowhere does it prohibit the placement of unsheltered 
mechanicals above penthouses.  I.e., By striking the prohibition 
against human habitation in these penthouses, we're now making 
their highest and most valuable use be habitable space and 
effectively forcing the mechanicals elsewhere, most likely upwards 
above the penthouses ... without the benefit of structure to shield 
them both from weather and from view.  We're effectively adding a 
story to the maximum building height and pushing bare mechanicals 
such as elevator equipment, condensers, stairwells, etc up one 
level.  The new regulations need to specifically bar mechanicals (and 
stairwells, etc.) from being allowed above the penthouse roof level. 
2)  By changing the one third rule to the lesser constraining 'one 
foot of setback for each foot of height' we're creating extra volume. 
This is counter to the Mayor's Office's assurances in making this 
proposal that it was only intended to make better use of existing 
penthouses.  Allowing greater coverage will effectively allow the 
penthouse levels to grow in square footage, in some cases by a lot. 
It will incentivize developers to build whole levels (up to 2) above 
what was the original building’s roofline.  It will allow changes to the 
design of the building that were not intended as originally 
conceived by the architect designing the building.  Small, barely 
visible penthouses meant only to provide shelter to mechanical 
equipment and stairwells will swell to be 'after the fact' nearly-full 
floors added to existing buildings, grotesquely changing their 
appearances by adding a 'pop up' to their profile which will likely be 
visible from the street, and most certainly will be visible from the 
windows of all surrounding structures.   
3)  Likewise, we were assured by the Mayor's Office that the intent 
of proposing this change was to make better use of EXISTING 
penthouses ... with the emphasis on existing.  As written, the new 
code will allow NEW buildings and NEW penthouses to be both 
habitable and larger.  Any change in the code should be restricted to 
already existing buildings and their penthouses. 
 
With the Federal Buildings Heights Act changed in this manner, no 
further alteration of the code is required to specifically permit 
habitation of these penthouses, other than to perhaps specifically 
state that mechanicals and stairwells, etc. not be allowed to be 
placed above penthouses. 

 
 

 
As a DCCA member, you are an integral 

part of neighborhood history 
JOIN OR RENEW ONLINE AT DUPONT-CIRCLE.ORG 

 

.Show your Membership Card and Receive 
Discounts of 10%+  

at DCCA Preferred Merchants 

 
Teaism, G-Star Raw, Beadazzled, Caramel, 

Cocova Fine Chocolate, Trappro, FIT Personal Training, 
Quantum Pilates, Just That Simple, Keegan Theatre, Total 

Party! Washington Studio School, Carlyle Suites 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES 
DO YOU LIKE TO GARDEN? DUPONT OPPORTUNITIES 
DCCA’s Environment Committee cleans up, plants and 
waters many Dupont venues including tree boxes 
throughout Dupont. If gardening and other hard labor 
interests you’re your help would be welcome.   
Contact: Marcy Logan co-chair 202-316-5329 
Robin Diener co-chair robinsdiener@gmail.com 
 
FREE YOGA IN THE GARDEN EVERY SATURDAY 
Every Saturday in June at starting at 4:00 p.m., Church of 
the Pilgrim is hosting yoga in the Sacred Greens Garden 
behind the Church off 23rd Street next to the park between 
P and Q Streets, NW. Yoga classes will be for all flexibility 
levels. Bring a mat or a large towel to use on the grass. 

 
Sunday October 19th, 12 to 5pm 

 
BECOME A SPONSOR OR ADVERTISE IN THE 47TH ANNUAL 

DUPONT CIRCLE HOUSE TOUR BOOKLET 
 
The House Tour is DCCA’s major fund-raising event.  
Proceeds go to neighborhood activities and charitable 
institutions benefiting the entire Dupont Circle community 
such as: Charlie’s Place, Dupont Circle Village, Dupont 
Festival, Historic Dupont Circle Main Streets (Clean Teams), 
Stead Park, the Whitman Walker Clinic & 17th St Festival.     
To our valuable sponsors, we are offering a variety of 
benefits including brand and corporate logo promotion to 
thousands (in the Dupont community and outside, too), as 
we advertise and build momentum leading up to the event. 
This year’s promotional activities include print ads, online 
web promotion, social media promotion and mass-blasts, 
event signage/program and post-event coverage, too!  
 For more info: http://www.dupont-circle.org/housetour/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Membership Meeting:  

December 7 
Who?  

       DC Chief of Police,  

             Cathy Lanier 
 
Join DCCA and contribute to our unique 

community! 
DCCA at work? A “comfort station” eyesore 

transformed into the quaint Dupont Circle 

Community Center. 

 
Join or renew online at 

www.dupont-circle.org 
$15 Seniors, $25 Individual,$40 Two-Person 

DCCA is a 501(c)3.  Renew before 12/31 

and receive a tax deduction for 2009! 

 

Dupont 

Real 

Estate 

Status # Avg List  

$1000s 

Avg 

Dom 

Single 

Family 

Active 16 $1,760 134 

$1mm+ Contract 5 $1,850 62 

 Sold 

(30days) 

1 $1,650 104 

Single 

Family 

Active  1 $899 196 

$1mm- Contract 1 $822 8 

 Sold 

(30days) 

0   

Condos-

Coops 

Active 27 $636 100 

2br+ Contract 16 $626 108 

 Sold 

(30days) 

12 $636 32 

Condos-

Coops 

Active 13 $357 29 

1br Contract 12 $337 21 

 Sold 

(30days) 

11 $371 15 

 
Are you involved in community efforts you’d like 

DCCA to know about?  Or do you have questions?  

Ask DCCA President Robin Diener.  

RobinDiener@verizon.net 

DUPONT CIRCLE CITIZENS ASSOCIATION     WWW.DUPONT-CIRCLE.ORG  


